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The Archaeological Expedition
The collaboration between University of Florence and Yerevan State University began 
in 2010, within the EU Enpi project “Liaisons for Growth”, devoted to fostering social-
economic development through a Public Archaeology approach. The cooperation 
further developed into a research partnership agreement (2013-18) for investigating 
medieval Silk Road cultural landscapes in Armenia. Since 2014 the research project is 
funded by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and co-funded by the two Universities. 
Starting from 2017 the collaboration is supported also in the framework of Erasmus+ 
KA107. 
Head of italian archaeological mission:
Prof. Michele Nucciotti
(SAGAS) 
Head of scientific supervisor:
Prof. Guido Vannini 
(SAGAS)
Head of Yereavan State University Team:
Prof. Hamlet Petrosyan 
(YSU)
Head of geographical team:
Prof. Margherita Azzari (SAGAS)
Head of architectural team:
Prof. Cecilia Maria Roberta Luschi (DIDA)
Research Team
Archeology of Production:
Dr. Elisa Pruno (SAGAS)
Dr. Tatiana Vardanesova (YSU)
Territorial survey:
Dr. Paola Zamperlin (SAGAS)
Ruben Hovsepyan (YSU)
Stratigraphic analysis:
Dr. Francesca Cheli (SAGAS)
Dr. Marianna De Falco (SAGAS)
3D modelling: 
Dr. Lapo Somigli (SAGAS)
Dr. Dimitri Pizzuto (SAGAS)
Architectural Survey: 
DIDA – UNIFI 
Co-directior of architectural team:
Prof. Laura Aiello (DIDA)
Architectural team members:
Novella Lecci
Maria Teresa Paciolla
Luca Pasqualotti
Filippo Prodi
Alessandra Venturoli
Alessandra Vezzi
Benedetta Zamboni
Marta Zerbini
Aerial views:   
Arshalujs Mkrtchan
Partecipants of the training program (YSU): 
Husik Melkonyan,  Nzdeh Yeranyan, Gayane Aghayan
Liana Vardanyan, Lilit Minasyan, Raya Sargsyan
Erasmus+ team members:
Dianna Sahakyan
Gohar Galstyan
Diletta Bigiotti
Leonardo Squilloni
Partnership:   
Riccardo Polveroni (RPLG)
Rouben Galichian
(“Friends of Armenia”NGO)
THE MAKING OF
THE SILK ROAD
IN ARMENIA
CE
NT
UR
IE
S 
7t
h -
14
th
IN
TE
RN
AT
IO
N
AL
 R
ES
EA
RC
H
Staff
